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Culturally Competent Language
Importance of Knowing and Using Culturally Competent Language
Culture and language have complex relationship. Competence in language goes far beyond than mere understanding of grammar and sentence construction, it entails deeper understanding of norms that act as a link to cognitive and social context (Jackson, 2014). Knowledge of grammar principles and systems has to be accompanied by specific cultural meanings. There is need to know and use culturally competent language for many reasons.  Acquisition of cultural competence is a prerequisite for navigation and integration into the wide global society. 
Language structure determines the view of the world of the speakers. According to In Compernolle and In McGregor (2016), language meaning also directly represents the culture of a particular societal group. Understanding culture is virtually impossible without understanding the language. The two have mutual relationship. Learning a language implies learning the behavior of certain societies and their cultural norms. Language is a behavior and thoughts of a given community/society/nations. Thus, learning a language helps individuals learn something about the world. 
Unless the content is technical in nature, word for word translation is often impossible. Some phrases and syntactic concepts are often hard to translate as they are non-existent in some languages. Comparison of certain phrases in certain countries implodes the difference in cultural meaning (In Compernolle & In McGregor, 2016). For example, a good day in Europe means sunny day while in Africa a good day refers to presence of rains. Further, on-verbal cues have baseline variations among different cultures. For example the act of spitting is a form of blessing in Africa while in many western countries it is a show of disrespect. Thus, to avoid lost meanings in translation and to avoid cultural misunderstanding, it is important to know and use cultural competent language. 
Take Away From The Module And Becoming Culturally Competent Intercultural Communicator
I have learnt that hate speech and laws governing hate speech are complex matters. There is also a thin line between free speech and hate speech and that some of the aspects are within the constitutional confines.  It is imperative that for one to understand some of the law limits to be competent intercultural communicator.  I have further learnt that the diversity in world citizenry calls for students and people to be culturally competent. Cultural language competence enables people to combat hate (Jackson, 2014). Further, intercultural communicator has to have a mastery of cultural competence to foster inclusive environment. I will choose my words carefully in all circumstances. I will be mindful of my environment and the people in it. It will do adequate research on the subject matter and the audience whenever I have to speak to different groups of people. I will further interact effectively with people and foster trust, harmony and an inclusive environment. 
Intervention on Discrimination and Verbal Attack
Verbal attacks or visible discrimination against an individual based on sex, color, race, sexual preferences; among others have the potential to cause bigger harm than the individual. It can even start community, national conflict. Thus, when I see attack on an individual, for example classmate, I will definitely intervene. My intervention would involve talking to the attacker to explain the implications of his words, phrases or statements. I will bring the conflicting parties together and make them reconcile. I will explain the cultural diversity and importance of learning other people’s societal customs. 
Discussion with others-if and how
There is need to have a discussion with family, friends and other people on the importance of being a competent intercultural communicator. With the family, I will have one on one communication with them on the importance during family time on Sundays. With other people I will open a blog and share my thoughts, ways and importance of being culturally competent. I will do a thorough research before I pass on the message. I will further make videos on the talk of cultural competence. 
Case- Ruling on Swastika as Hate Speech
Swastika symbol was the centerpiece of Nazi flag. Skokie has predominant Jewish community who were survivors of the Holocaust. In the present day, the display of swastika symbol is associated with spread of hate. The march is a bitter reminder to the community of their past and prevents healing. If the march was to be allowed, it should have been done without display of the Nazi flag that has the swastika symbol. 
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